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Hickey’s Hill, Arklow, Co. Wicklow Phone: 0402 39861 

Email: office@ssmichaelandpeter.ie 

Website: www.ssmichaelandpeter.ie 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents/Guardians,   

Christmas is a time to reflect and remember and a time to be grateful for what we have 

and for the people who help us. The whole school community is eagerly looking forward 

to the Christmas break. Well done everyone for working so hard this term and achieving 

so much. Enjoy the well deserved rest over Christmas.  

The festive atmosphere has been felt in the school since the arrival of the elves on 

December 1st. We were delighted to be able to welcome you into our school once again 

to perform our Winter and Christmas themed shows and songs. It was wonderful to see 

the full halls and the joy on the faces of the children when they spotted a familiar face 

in the audience.  

The Staff and Board of Management are grateful for the continued support received 

from Parents. Your contribution is valued and much appreciated and your input makes a 

positive difference to our school. We wish all pupils, parents and families a very happy, 

safe and healthy Christmas.   

Nollaig Faoi Shéan is Faoi Shonas Daoibh.  

Lisa Dempsey  
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CLASS NEWS 

JUNIOR INFANTS 

It is hard to believe our first term in Junior Infants is coming to a close and what a fun 

term it has been! We have all continued to settle into school life very well and our 

teachers are very proud of us. We are working hard on Jolly Phonics sounds and are 

enjoying reading our readers. We have also been working well in maths learning about 

measuring long and short and the numbers 1,2,3! We also have been working so hard on 

holding our pencils, forming new letters and writing on the line. 

We have made lots of friends throughout the term. We are so kind and helpful and great 

at involving everyone to play. We are becoming so independent and can put on and zip our 

coats and tidy up after. 

We have been so busy preparing for our Christmas performances and Christmas Carol 

Service and cannot wait to welcome all our families to see us shine! We are loving 

decorating our classes and school with our Christmas art. We know that Santa and his 

elves are very busy watching us on our best behaviour and we are all trying extra hard. 

Merry Christmas to everyone from Junior Infants. 
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SENIOR INFANTS  

In November, Senior Infants were very busy learning about the ‘The Busy Café - food’. 

We had lots of fun making funny face biscuits, a Gingerbread man and enjoyed practicing 

our procedural writing during the process! We discussed healthy and unhealthy foods we 

eat in our homes and at school and thoroughly enjoyed making Gingerbread houses during 

art. We also explored different types of homes we live in and discussed the differences!! 

During science week, we investigated some foods such as skittles, gummy bears and were 

fascinated how plants drink using celery.  

December has crept up on us all!! We have all been very busy and super excited rehearsing 

our first Christmas recital. In Aistear, we have been having great fun learning all about 

‘The Post Office’, writing and posting letters and preparing packages for all the 

customers. While in Maths, we have been exploring 3D shapes around our classroom and 

in the post office. We even used these shapes to make our Christmas doors! Senior 

Infants were extremely lucky and fortunate to have an in-person visit from Heritage 

schools Ireland. Children sang a broad range of traditional Irish songs - love songs, local 

songs, songs of war and songs of complete nonsense! Children took pleasure in  discussing 

the lyrics, stories, background and social history related to the various songs.  
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We look forward to all the activities and learning activities that we will encounter next 

year. Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year!! See you all in 

2023. 

 

 

FIRST CLASS 

This term in First Class we have enjoyed learning all about Space. We loved learning about 

the planets, and how day and night is formed. We enjoyed conducting various science 

experiments as well as creating beautiful space themed art. 

We have really enjoyed our Maths themes, learning about time and 2D shapes. We made 

clocks to help us learn how to tell the time and we can read o’ clock and half past on an 

analogue clock. We have been exploring 2D shapes. We can name shapes and describe 

their properties. We have enjoyed exploring different shapes to create pictures as well 

as playing games to help us learn how to describe each shape. 

We have been busy bees preparing for our Christmas shows. We have worked really hard 

to learn all our songs and to learn the parts of all the different characters. We really 

enjoyed performing it for everyone.  We have also been creating lots of lovely Christmas 

and Winter art pieces. 
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SECOND CLASS 

 

Where do we start? 2nd class have well and truly settled into their roles of being the 

eldest children in the school. Through the support of their teachers there is no doubt 

that 2nd class are setting an excellent example for the younger children. Their kindness 

is beaming!  

 

2nd class had great fun experimenting during science week. They experimented with cloud 

dough, gummy bears, coke and mento experiment and lots more!  They learned so many 

new words and concepts.  

 

Ms. Kelly’s class has been learning all about the different types of weather. They focused 

on how the water cycle is created. We looked at how the weather is reported on met.ie 

and then the children took it upon themselves to pretend to be weather presenters. The 

boys and girls have been working so hard on their songs, poems and dance for their 

Winter show. They have been absolutely brilliant.  

 

Ms. Carrick’s class have been doing fantastic work these past few weeks on Space. They 

have worked very hard on their space projects through SESE and Visual art.  
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Ms. Rees’s class has been exploring all things drama. They have put a tremendous amount 

of work into creating their nativity play along with Ms. Noonan’s class.  

 

Finally, some of the classes have been working on their gymnastic skills and have 

participated in GAA with their coaches. GAA has guided 2nd class to working together as 

a team along with improving their super football skills.  

 

We have worked so hard the past few weeks and we are looking forward to the new year.  

 

 

 
 

AUTISM CLASS NEWS 

Ms. Noonan’s 2nd Class 

The boys love science and had a brilliant time completing science experiments throughout 

Science Week. The experiments were all based around the theme of weather as they 

were learning all about weather throughout November. They made a rain cloud in a jar, 

snow in a jar, cloud dough and a rainbow in a glass. The boys also made their own rain 

gauges and have collected and measured the rainfall over the past few weeks.  

December has been great fun getting ready for their roles in the Nativity play and for 

their own class performance. Santa definitely will be visiting these boys on Christmas 

Eve to treat them for their amazing work.  
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Ms Whelan’s Senior Infants and First Class. 

We had so much fun predicting what would happen to different foods and drinks when 

we added different ingredients during our Science week.  

We have also been having great fun visiting the Library every Friday and have been 

completing the Christmas Challenge. Every time we visit and take out a book we get a 

stamp and bell. We loved our Christmas book the ‘Jolly Postman’ and even made our own 

Jolly Postman class book.   

We can’t wait to show our grownups our Christmas songs. We have been practicing so 

hard and our teachers are very proud of all our achievements.   

 

 

 

 

 

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION & BOARD OF MGMT. NEWS 

Our Parents association and our Board of Mgmt. would like to wish you all a very Happy 

Christmas!  
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HSCL NEWS 

What a fantastic first term it’s been in my new role as Home School Community Liaison. 

I have really enjoyed meeting families and getting to know lots of you! 

We’ve had lots of lovely opportunities for parents and guardians to come in and help 

with and enjoy such as Maths Week, a dance class and Walking Club (which we look 

forward to going back to in January!)  

We raised the roof at ‘Carols, Coffee and Cake’ with some beautiful singing. Everyone 

looked great in their festive gear. We hope our ‘Best Dressed’ and ‘Best Performers’ 

enjoyed their spot prizes! Thank you also to our choir conductor Rosarii Kinsella for 

helping us out. We are so lucky to have such fabulous parents and guardians who are so 

willing to get so involved in their child’s school life. 

I’m so excited for Term 2 and all the opportunities it will bring. I look forward to 

having new faces getting involved so please come along to our events that we hold - the 

more the merrier! 

A special thank you to all families who have welcomed me so warmly into their homes 

during Term 1, it has been a privilege! I look forward to more of this.  

If there is ever anything I can help or support you with, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me on 083 123 8352, on hscl@ssmichaelandpeter.ie or simply have a chat with 

me when you see me out and about! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a peaceful 2023, Caitríona. 

 

mailto:hscl@ssmichaelandpeter.ie
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OTHER NEWS 

Green Schools      

We are working towards our second Green School Flag this year. Our previous theme was 

Litter and Waste and this year’s theme is Water. We recently set up a new Green Schools 

committee. The children on the committee are:

Ms. Dillon – Robyn 

Ms. Skerritt - Sam 

Ms. K. Whelan - Noah 

Ms. C. Kennedy - Lara 

Ms. Butterly – Halle 

Ms Whelan - Jacob 

Ms. Kissane – Emma 

Ms. Byrne – Lily 

Ms. Carey – Amelia 

  

Ms Rees – Jamie 

Ms Carrick – Kian 

Ms. Kelly – Lucy 

Ms. Noonan - Evan

The committee have already had their first meeting and are currently carrying out a 

review of water usage in the school.  

They are not forgetting about our previous theme, Litter and Waste. Classes have been 

reminded that their lunch waste goes home with them. Each class has a spare paper box 

with old photocopying and scrap paper. The committee also checked to make sure every 

class has two bins, a general waste bin and a recycling bin.  

Some committee members even reused and recycled materials for their festive 

classroom door decorations. Have a look at the photo below and see if you can spot all 

the different recycled materials used to create their beautiful snowman.  

Well done to the boys and girls on the committee. They have made a great start so far. 
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Lego Club 

Lego Club has kicked off to a great start this term. The students have really enjoyed 

coming each week and getting to play with their friends. The students are set a challenge 

each week and it has been wonderful to see them working together, creating their 

masterpieces. They have done an excellent job using their imagination and problem solving 

skills to create bridges, houses and winter wonderlands including Santa’s workshops, 

sleighs and gingerbread houses. Well done to all the boys and girls who received Master 

Builder certificates for their creations and we look forward to continuing Lego Club next 

term.  

   

 

Christmas Doors  

Watch out Picasso, the next budding artist may be in our midst here in SS. Michael and 

Peter. Check out all the beautiful artwork on our doors this Christmas, how many did you 

spot in this edition?  

 

 


