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SS. MICHAEL & PETER JS 

HALLOWEEN NEWSLETTER 2022 

Hickey’s Hill, Arklow, Co. Wicklow Phone: 0402 39861 

Email: office@ssmichaelandpeter.ie 

Website: www.ssmichaelandpeter.ie 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Céad míle fáilte ar ais gach éinne! You are all very welcome back to SS. Michael and Peter JS. 

for the 2022/2023 school year. We have almost completed one half term into our new school 

year and it is wonderful to see all of our pupils so happy and settled in their new classes. A 

special well done to our new Junior Infant pupils on a great start. Tús maith leath na hoibre.  

 

We look forward to the exciting adventures that lie ahead this year.   The past few years 

curtailed so much for our pupils and our parents/guardians. We are energised by the 

opportunities that our new DEIS status and our new Home School Liaison Coordinator position 

will bring this year and into the future. We are already seeing the benefits of having 

parents/guardians involved in Maths Week and we look forward to building on this over the 

course of the year.   Let’s make this year a great year for everyone. Ní neart go cur le chéile.  
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CLASS NEWS 

JUNIOR INFANTS 

 

Our Junior Infants boys and girls have settled in very well in their first term of “big” school. We 

are all so proud of them!  

We are learning lots about phonological awareness especially our listening skills and are busy at 

work beginning our Jolly phonics sounds too.  

The children have enjoyed Early Mathematical Activities, where we have been learning about 

shapes, matching, pattern and early number skills. Maths week was lots of fun and reminded us 

how we use maths EVERYDAY.  

Lots of fine motor activities are helping build up strength in our hands and many songs and rhymes 

can be heard on the corridors. We have also enjoyed Soccer coaching using lots of ball skills, games 

and active fun.  

Play/Aistear is one of our favourite activities and we have enjoyed learning through play about 

ourselves, homes, Halloween, and autumn.  

We hope everyone has a well-deserved break this midterm-  

from Junior Infants.  
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SENIOR INFANTS  

Here in Senior Infants we have settled into our second year of primary school like little ducks 

into water. We have had so much fun and learning over the past half term. 

We have been learning all about Autumn through story, song and the environment around us. 

We enjoyed a nature walk and discovered all the signs of autumn along the way. Oh how we 

love this season! We exercised our creativity and imagination and created beautiful pieces of 

autumnal inspired artwork; hedgehogs and autumn trees to name but a few. 

We participated in energetic sessions of soccer or rugby with our coach and had great fun 

practising ball skills and working together as a team. We have really loved getting to learn 

traditional playground games in our PE lessons and have had the opportunity to play these 

games at yard time also.  

Halloween has crept up on us in a spookily fast manner! We have taken great enjoyment from 

exploring all about the origins of Halloween and the customs we still practice to this day. We 

engaged in directed drawing on the topic of Halloween, created pumpkins, scary ghosts and 

delighted in our treat of an end of midterm Halloween party.  

We hope you all have a lovely restful midterm and we look forward to all the activities and 

learning opportunities that we will encounter in school next month.  

 

   

   

 



5 
 

5 
 

FIRST CLASS  

Wow! Everyone in First class has had a fantastic first few weeks back at school. We are all so 

happy to see our friends again and we are having so much fun learning lots of new and 

interesting things. 

Lots of us have been learning about Autumn. We have been on nature walks looking for signs 

of Autumn and our nature table is now full of colourful Autumnal leaves, sycamore seedlings 

and conkers. We have also been learning about “An Fomhar” in Gaeilge. Many of us can now 

recite the lovely Autumn poem “Duilleoga Deasa”. 

In Maths we have been super busy. We have been learning about the numbers eleven to thirteen 

and we are also practising counting on our number lines. We have been doing lots of hands-on 

activities to do with length and data. We did so many fun activities during Maths week and we 

made sure to keep our Maths eyes open looking for all things mathematical in our environment! 

We have learned all about Andy Warhol and Edward Much in Art. We created our own 

interpretations of some of these famous artists' work. We had so much fun doing these. 

Halloween is fast approaching. We are enjoying learning about all things spooky and creepy! 

We are finding out about the history of Halloween, how it was originally a harvest festival for 

the Celts and was called “Samhain”. We have been creating lots of Halloween art- Halloween 

silhouettes and Halloween scary characters being just some of what we’ve done. We have also 

created our very own witches and wizard’s potions. Our favourite one is when we turn our 

teacher into a frog!! Finally, in PE the First classes have been learning GAA skills. We have 

wonderful coaches and we’ re having a great time learning all new skills! We have worked so 

hard over the last few weeks and we are really looking forward to our midterm break. Happy 

Halloween everyone!  
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 SECOND CLASS 

 

In Second Class, we have settled well into our role as the eldest in the school. We enjoy helping 

the teachers and staff with important jobs, and being a good example to the younger pupils. 

During the Beginning of Year Gathering in the church, we sang ‘Circle of Friends’ - a song 

which we will sing on our Communion Day also. It is about being kind and supportive to others 

…something we strive to do every day. Ms Rees also showed us important parts of the church 

that day, things we need to learn about in this special year. 

 

Autumn has come hard and fast, and we are enjoying scavenging for signs of the seasonal 

change as well as making art using this theme. Ms Rees’, Ms Carrick’s and Ms Kelly’s classes 

have all enjoyed their nature walks and exploring the senses of Autumn. 

 

Some boys and girls have been taking part in Rugby lessons with Barney and some have been 

experiencing GAA with Noel and Kevin. We love keeping fit and active. This helps us grow 

physically, mentally and emotionally. We are really looking forward to all the exciting things 

Second Class will bring for us. 
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Autism Classes 

Ms Ireson 

We have all settled into our new classes with our new teachers. We have worked really hard 

for this first half term on remembering the school rules and meeting new friends and classmates. 

We have won lots of golden tickets in the yard. We are enjoying nature walks and knocking on 

fairy doors as well as playing lots of new and fun games in the classroom 

 

Ms. Dillon 

Ms. Dillon’s class have done such an amazing job settling into a new school year and learning 

and playing together. In September, we learned all about homes and had great fun chatting 

about our own homes to each other. In October, our focus was the season of autumn where we 

learned all about Hattie the Hedgehog and how she and her friends hibernate for a big sleep all 

winter long. We also did some lovely autumnal artwork. We even had time to set up a witch’s 

lair and brew some crazy potions to celebrate Halloween. Miss. Dillon, Ann and Deirdre are 

so proud of our progress this half-term and we can’t wait for a nice break! 

 

Ms. Whelan 

In Ms. Whelan’s class we have all been working so hard learning all about Autumn, Our Bodies 

and Halloween. Every Friday we visit the Library and enjoy taking books home and talking 

about them with our friends in school. We have enjoyed our nature walks and love finding lots 
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of conkers. In October we decorated the PE hall with some Halloween art. We hope you enjoy 

looking at it when you come into school. Ms Whelan, Ms Bracken and Frances have loved 

playing games and helping us learn and are so proud of everyone in our class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Noonan  

The boys in Ms. Noonan's 2nd Class have had a great time since returning to school. They have 

been busy learning all about themselves, learning new methods of art such as marbling and 

learning all about hibernation and hedgehogs. Great fun was had collecting leaves and nuts on 

our nature walk along the Fairy Trail. Their clay hedgehogs are delighted that they have 

provided them with a comfy and warm nest for them to hibernate in during the cold winter 

months. Every Friday the boys have enjoyed sitting with each other and sharing Friday Brunch. 

Each week the boys have tried new foods such as bagels, brioche buns, crackers, apples, grapes, 

carrots and their favourite, toast. Each Friday they get a taster menu on which they can tick if 

they have tried the food and if they like it. It is great to see everyone trying new foods and 

sharing a meal. More tasty Tasting Menus will be on offer after the well-deserved Hallowe'en 

break! 
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SET 

Our SEN team had a great first term back in school. We have worked hard to get to know all 

our lovely new pupils, especially in junior infants. This month we enjoyed starting station 

teaching in class in literacy and numeracy. We have programmes such as maths for fun and 

literacy lift off running in many of our classrooms. We’re so lucky to have some parents to 

visit during maths week to help us out with our fun and games too and we’ve received some 

lovely new books in senior infants too! We would like to wish you all a very happy Halloween. 

Enjoy the midterm break!  

 

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION & BOARD OF MGMT. NEWS 

Our Parents Association A.G.M. took place on Monday 17th October. Best wishes to the 

incoming officers as they take on their roles this year. We look forward to an exciting year 

ahead where parental involvement in our school is welcomed and encouraged.   

Our Parents association and our Board of Mgmt. would like to wish you all a very Happy 

Halloween!  
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HSCL NEWS 

Hi everyone! My name is Caitríona and I am the newly-designated Home School Community 

Liaison for Ss. Michael and Peter JS! I am so excited to be in this new role and to work with 

all of our wonderful families! I am here to support you, the parents and guardians of our 

fabulous children. Please don’t hesitate to contact me during school hours on 

hscl@ssmichaelandpeter.ie or (083) 123 8352. Feel free to stop me on the yard if you have any 

questions.  

We’re off to a great start already - we have had a tea and coffee morning with some parents 

and guardians, as well as a fantastic Maths Week with parent and guardian volunteers! We are 

so lucky to be so well supported by our amazing families. 

 

I am really looking forward to all the exciting activities, events and courses we have for the 

coming year. Don’t forget to drop by our Facebook page where you can see all of our updates 

too! 

   

OTHER NEWS 

Sports 

Did you know we have some excellent Sports Coaches working with us in school. This term 

we welcomed GAA coaches, a soccer coach and a rugby coach. It has been great fun and we 

hope as many pupils as possible will get to enjoy their coaching sessions before the end of the 

year!  

 

mailto:hscl@ssmichaelandpeter.ie
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Maths Week  

Maths week took place from 15th - 23rd October This year SS Michael and Peter celebrated 

how wonderful maths is using the theme of Jack and the Beanstalk.  The children had great fun 

learning about number, 2-D shapes, time, weight and length The children helped Jack solve 

lots of maths questions on our Jack and the Beanstalk interactive noticeboard in the school 

halls. All classes also had a great time playing maths games, card games and Ipad maths games 

with our wonderful parents who very generously came in and played the games. To top off a 

very exciting maths week- Ms Dempsey discovered that her very own golden magic harp (just 

like the one Jack took from the Giant) had been taken from her office. The pupils were very 

concerned and had to solve many math clues to figure out which teacher had taken Ms. 

Dempsey's harp. Ms. Dempsey was so proud of all her mathematicians for their very clever 

work to figure out who the culprit was. The pupils also had great fun using their Maths Eyes 

to spot maths in our environment as well as completing the STEM challenge to build a 

beanstalk. Here at SS. Michael and Peter's we understand how important maths is and how 

much fun you can have working with Maths. 
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ENJOY THE BREAK! 

 


