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SS. MICHAEL & PETER JS 
HALLOWEEN NEWSLETTER 2021 

Hickey’s Hill, Arklow, Co. Wicklow Phone: 0402 39861 
Email: office@ssmichaelandpeter.ie 
Website: www.ssmichaelandpeter.ie 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
A chairde,  

 
Welcome back to what has already become another year brimming with fun and learning in SS Michael 
and Peter Junior School.  
 
I extend a very warm welcome to all our new pupils and to our new staff members also. I hope all of 
you will create many happy memories here in our school. 
 
The beginning of every school year brings lots of excitement; it is a blank canvas for the year ahead. 
Let’s make this year a great year and one that our pupils will remember for many years to come. 
 
Enjoy reading through this newsletter where you will find class news, school updates and some 
reminders to keep our school running smoothly.  
 
I hope all families and staff enjoy a fun and safe Hallowe’en break. 
 
 Oíche Shamhna shona daoibh go léir!  
 
Kind regards,  
Lisa Dempsey 
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CLASS NEWS 
JUNIOR INFANTS 

Our Junior Infants boys and girls have settled in very well in their first term of “big” school. We 

are all so proud of them!  

We are learning lots about phonological awareness especially our listening skills and are busy at 

work beginning our Jolly phonics sounds too.  

The children have enjoyed Early Mathematical Activities, where we have been learning about 

shapes, matching, pattern and early number skills. Maths week was lots of fun and reminded us 

how we use maths EVERYDAY.  

Lots of fine motor activities are helping build up strength in our hands and many songs and rhymes 

can be heard on our corridor.  

Play/Aistear is one of our favourite activities and we have enjoyed learning through play about 

ourselves, homes, and autumn.  

We hope everyone has a well deserved break this midterm- from Junior infants  
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SENIOR INFANTS  

Ms. O’ Loughlin’s, Ms. Griffith’s and Ms. Kinsella’s boys and girls have been working and learning 
hard since coming back to school in September. They have been learning all about Autumn and 
having lots of fun in the classrooms. They wish all their friends and families an enjoyable midterm 
break! 
 

 
FIRST CLASS 
 
Wow, we cannot believe it’s almost midterm already! First class have had a very busy first term back. 
We have been getting used to being in school till 3 o’clock and it has been lots of fun. We were so 
happy to see our friends again and are getting stuck into learning lots of new things. We have been 
working really hard on our homework and our teachers are super impressed by our excellent spellings 
and sentences.  
In class we have been learning about Autumn and Halloween and we have enjoyed going on nature 
walks, collecting conkers and leaves and taking photographs of the wonderful environment around 
us. We have also been doing lots of reading and writing and we are enjoying getting to choose new 
books and be creative with our handwriting. 
It has been a busy term of extra activities and we really enjoyed celebrating maths week, food dudes 
and participating in the creative schools photography project. But now we are looking forward to a 
great midterm and are excited for all the amazing things we will do in the second term. 
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SECOND CLASS 
 

Wow! Everyone in Second class has had a fantastic first few weeks back at school. We are all so happy 
to see our friends again and we are having so much fun learning lots of new and interesting things. 

Lots of us have been learning about Autumn. We have been on nature walks looking for signs of 
Autumn, and our nature table is now full of colourful Autumnal leaves, sycamore seedlings and 
conkers. We have also been learning about “An Fomhar” in Gaeilge. Many of us can now recite the 
lovely Autumn poem “Duilleoga Deasa”. 

We really enjoy looking for signs of nature in our environment. Look at the beautiful Earth Art we 
created! 

In Maths we have been super busy. We have been learning about addition and subtraction and also 
we have been doing lots of hands-on activities to do with length and time. We learned a really cool 
trick to know how many days are in each month, just using the knuckles and grooves on our hands! 

Halloween is fast approaching. We are enjoying learning out about all things spooky and creepy! We 
are finding out about the history of Halloween, how it was originally a harvest festival for the Celts 
and was called “Samhain”. We have been creating lots of Halloween art- Halloween silhouettes and 
Halloween scary characters being just some of what we’ve done. We have also created our very own 
witches and wizards potions. Our favourite one is when we turn our teacher into a frog!! 

In PE the classes have been learning GAA skills. We have wonderful coaches and we are having a great 
time learning all these new skills! 

Finally, we are continuing to do such a fantastic job of using the correct cough etiquette and we are 
making sure we wash and sanitize our hands regularly. 
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We have worked so hard over the last few weeks and we are really looking forward to our midterm 
break. Happy Halloween everyone! 
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ASD CLASS NEWS 
 
Miss. Dillon’s Junior Infant class have settled so well into big school and are doing a fantastic job with 
all their work so far. We are flying through our nursery rhymes, our play skills like sharing and turn-
taking, our numbers and we even started learning how to form some letters. We have been learning 
all about ‘Homes’ and the different rooms and activities associated with homes and houses. We have 
also explored ‘Autumn’, learning about animals hibernating and collecting signs of autumn on our 
lovely nature walks. We are so proud of the children for their hard work up until now, keep up the 
amazing work and enjoy a relaxing mid-term break! :) 
 

 
 

Ms. Ireson’s Preschool class have all settled so well into school life. We are enjoying getting to know 
our new school and new friends. We love playing , especially with sand and water as well as making 
lots of food in our kitchen and selling it in our shop!!! We can’t wait for Halloween and have been 
working so hard on our window display. We hope everyone has a safe and restful Mid-Term break. 
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Ms Whelan’s class have been doing super work. We have had so much fun learning about Autumn and 
Halloween. We have been on nature walks looking for the signs of Autumn and loved finding lots of 
conkers. We had a new class member for Halloween called Bat the Witch. She helped us decorate our 
classroom and make potions using our number and literacy skills.  
 
 
 

 

  

  

 
SEN 

 

 

 

 

 

The boys in Ms. Noonan’s class have had a great time settling into their new classroom. We have 
learned all about school and had great fun playing in our ‘school,’ there were more than one teacher 
in the room some days! We read lots of books about school, Chomp, Goat Goes to Playschool and Zog 
and enjoyed sequencing, and completing activities based on the books. We even made our own 
dragons.  We had great fun exploring the school and getting to meet some of the staff that help us 
everyday.  

The boys have worked so hard in their maths and literacy sessions and love playing learning games 
and showing how clever they are.  October was very exciting as our school started ‘Creative Schools’ 
and we have spent the month learning about taking photos and how to capture nature in our photos. 
You can see some of our great work below.  Ms. Noonan, Jane and Ms. Doyle 
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS TEAM 

Our SEN team had a great first term back in school. We have worked hard to get to know all our lovely 
new pupils, especially in junior infants. This month we enjoyed starting station teaching in class in 
literacy and numeracy. We have programmes such as maths for fun and literacy lift off running in 
many of our classrooms. We’re also so lucky to benefit from an additional teacher in SEN due to covid 
hours allocation which means more of our boys and girls can benefit from our support. We also had 
some advisors from the National Council of Special Needs visit the teachers in our school as well as a 
member of the professional development service for teachers to speak to all staff about English, an 
important curriculum area that we are constantly working hard on in our classrooms.  We would like 
to wish you all a very happy Halloween. Enjoy the mid term break!  
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PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION & BOARD OF MGMT. NEWS 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT NEWS Our school has elected two new nominees to the 
Board of Management since we have returned to school this year. Our Board of Management is 
comprised of the following nominees:  

 
Chairperson of B.O.M: Kerry ward 
Patron's Nominee: Fr. David Bough 
Secretary of B.O.M. and Principal: Lisa Dempsey 
Teacher Nominee: Aisling Rees 
Parent Nominee (Father): Lloyd Hudson 
Parent Nominee: (Mother): Aisling Costello 
Community Nominee: Niamh Sweeney 
Community Nominee: Michael Fitzpatrick 

 
 

Child Safeguarding   The Board of Management would welcome feedback from 
parents/guardians in relation to the school's compliance with the requirements of the 
child safeguarding requirements of the "Child Protection Procedures for Primary and 

Post Primary Schools 2017". Parents/guardians are invited to submit feedback to the Parent 
Association through their dedicated email address pa@ssmichaelandpeter.ie  on or before 
November 5th. Our Child Safeguarding Statement and Risk Assessment can be found on our website 
www.ssmichaelandpeter.ie  

 

 

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION NEWS We are recruiting new members for our Parents 
Association. As the PA, we work together with the Principal, staff and Board of 
Management to build the effective partnership of home and school. We currently meet 
once per month, outside of school hours, where we discuss and organise fundraising 

and fun activities, and complete school policy reviews. We cannot function effectively without the 
support of our parents. If you are available to help out and can spare just one hour per month, 
please get in contact: pa@ssmichaelandpeter.ie 

 

 
Christmas Cards Fundraiser:  
It’s that time of year again where the children are busy in their classes designing and 
decorating their Christmas cards. Within the next two weeks, we’ll be sending those cards 

off to the North Pole for proofing and printing. 
If you wish to purchase Christmas cards, please complete the order through Aladdin, no later than 
Friday 22nd October. The cost of the cards is €10 per pack.” 

 

 

mailto:pa@ssmichaelandpeter.ie
http://www.ssmichaelandpeter.ie/
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Our Parents association and our Board of Mgmt. would like to wish you all a very Happy Halloween  

 

OTHER NEWS 

School Fogging and Disinfectant 

Our school continues to be fogged and disinfected once weekly by Walkers Cleaning Services. This 
service gives us great peace of mind as we begin each week. It will continue for the foreseeable 
future. We’re also still handwashing and sanitising carefully daily as well as staying out of school when 
feeling unwell to keep us all safe. Well done everyone! 

 

 

Facebook Page 

Don’t forget to keep an eye on our school Facebook page “SS Michael and Peter JS Arklow”. It’s a 
great place to get a little glimpse into all the wonderful work and learning happening in our school. 
We’re so impressed by all the artwork and projects we’ve seen since we came back to school. 
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Sports 

Did you know we have some excellent Sports Coaches working with us in school. This term we 
welcomed GAA coaches, a soccer coach and a rugby coach. It has been great fun and we hope as 
many pupils as possible will get to enjoy their coaching sessions before the end of the year!  

 

First Aid 

Our staff were very fortunate to benefit from a day's training as part of our additional hours at the 
start of this year. It was really informative and we learned loads about how to treat and care for any 
little patients that require our help this year.  

 

 

Autism Class Facilities  
While much of the world stood still over the past 18 months our classroom and toilet facilities for 
children with Autism have seen a huge revamp. All four classrooms have been totally upgraded and 
furnished to ensure that our facilities are designed to support the education of our children attending 
our Autism classes. The staff and pupils are really enjoying the new facilities which include soft play 
areas, movement rooms and sensory spaces. The final touches are due shortly which involves the 
kitting out of our movement and sensory spaces. Hopefully we will have pictures for our next 
newsletter. Thanks to Nolan Construction and McLaughlin architects for their attention to detail and 
hard work in getting this project to completion. Also thank you to the whole school community, 
parents, pupils and staff for being so flexible and accommodating when we had to change procedures 
and rooms to facilitate the renovation works.  
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Safe Routes to School This is a school project which aims to improve safety at the school gate by 

providing ‘front of school’ treatments to enhance access to our school grounds and alleviate 

congestion. As part of the initial phase of this programme, the Safe Routes to School Team would 

like to gather information on how our students travel to school and where they start their journey. 

Your input is needed to help create a safer school environment therefore, we are asking all parents 

to complete the short survey by 31st October. Survey: https://arcg.is/14rCCn The survey can be 

done on a smartphone or a computer. 

 

REMINDERS 

REMINDERS 

● Covid Update: Thank you to all families who continue to support our practices and procedures 
in the school. Mask wearing, cooperating with our arrival and dismissal procedures, keeping 
symptomatic children at home from school and completing the Return to School Declaration 
form following an absence all help to keep our school safe and open. As always, if in doubt, 
we ask that you err on the side of caution and seek medical advice.  
 

● Communication: Good communication is very important to us here in SS Michael and Peter 

Junior School. With that in mind we ask parents / guardians to be mindful of the timing of 

emails and the content of them.  Emails are appropriate to share a piece of information in 

relation to collection arrangements / homework etc. however if you wish to discuss or clarify 

something of a sensitive nature with a teacher, arranging a phone call to discuss it is more 

appropriate and conducive to a positive outcome for all.  If it is an urgent matter please 

contact the office directly as teachers may not see emails during their teaching day. 

●  Nut and Sesame See Free Zone: SS Michael and Peter is a nut and sesame seed free school. 

This ban refers to all nuts and sesame seeds. The use of Nutella can be extremely dangerous 

for children with an anaphylaxis allergy, chocolate and chocolate products are not allowed in 

the school. 

● Administration of Medicine If prescription medicines / inhalers need to be administered to 

your child during school time, you will need to comply with the Board of Management’s 

Administration of Medicine policy- If you haven’t filled in an Administration of Medicine form 

previously, or if your child’s prescription has changed since last year, please contact the office 

for a form as soon as possible as medicines cannot be administered until this form is 

completed.  

● Collecting Children from School It is the responsibility of parents/ guardians to inform class 

teachers of any changes in relation to who collects children from school. If teachers are not 

informed of changes to collecting arrangements they will not release children from their care, 

and will instead contact parents for clarification. If you have any reason to collect your child 

early, please inform the teacher/ office to expect you at an approximate time. Please 

https://arcg.is/14rCCn
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remember to not collect your child early in the last half hour of their school day as it is very 

disruptive to classes as they prepare for home time 

● Emergency Contact Details: As you are aware we are now using Aladdin Connect to 

communicate with you as parents/guardians. Please review the information that you have 

already provided on Aladdin Connect and ensure that it is accurate and up to date and has the 

approval of the named emergency contacts. 

● Health and Safety Matters-Car Parks: In the interests of health and safety there is no vehicular 

entry/parking or drop off facility available on the school grounds for either the St. Michael or 

St. Peter Building. Parking in the staff car parks is strictly prohibited. All pedestrians must use 

the pedestrian gate to access either school grounds, not the car park gates. The school is not 

liable for any loss or injury that may occur as a result of people not following these guidelines. 

They are for you and your child’s safety.  

Thank you as always for your continued cooperation. 

 


