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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents/ Guardians, 

Welcome to our final newsletter of the 2020/21 school year. While it has been a challenging year in 
many respects it has also been another successful year where fun and learning happened side by side 
in SS Michael and Peter Junior School. Enjoy reading about all the Term 3 activities and adventures in 
the class news sections.  I hope that our pupils have made many more lasting happy memories this 
year. 

We are very fortunate to have such a dedicated and enthusiastic team of teachers and SNA’s who 
strive to do the best for the children in their care each and every day in our school. I have had the 
great privilege of leading a fantastic staff and I am so proud of them all. They have, as always, gone 
over and beyond in their various roles to create and offer the very best to all of our children. I would 
like to thank them sincerely for their passion and commitment to their class and pupils. It is very much 
appreciated and leads to the great sense of vibrancy and child-centredness that permeates our school. 

I would like to send my best wishes to our SNA Phyllis O’Rourke on her retirement.  During her time 
in the school, Phyllis has worked with many different groups of children in such a caring manner and 
she will  be greatly missed. “Retirement is a blank sheet of paper.  It is a chance to redesign your life 
into something new and different.”  Congratulations and thank you for everything, Phyllis.  We wish 
you well.  Go n-eirí an t-ádh leat! 

Our secretaries and caretaker are vital to our school community also and I wish to thank them for all 
their work, particularly this past year, where they have gone over and above the call of duty on several 
occasions. Thank you to our cleaning staff too, they have also played an important role in our school 
this year with enhanced cleaning regimes and duties. I hope that all our staff enjoy the well-deserved 
break this summer and get the opportunity to recharge. 

Our pupils, in particular, have shown wonderful courage and resilience when faced with school and 
class closures and reopenings. I am incredibly proud of them and hope they simply enjoy the summer, 
play and have fun. Their physical and mental wellbeing is every bit as important, if not more important 
than academic results. 

Play is how children grow, learn and discover. After a tough year, play will be how children reconnect 
with their family, friends and their communities and recover from the impact of the pandemic. I hope 
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that the summer provides children, parents and families with an opportunity to be outside, to play, to 
rest, recuperate and recharge. 

I would like to wish our 2nd class all the best as they continue their educational journey in our Senior 
School, St. John’s. We will miss you all and we share your excitement as you move to the next stage 
of your education.  I l look forward to welcoming our incoming infants and our remaining pupils back 
once again for the coming school year at the end of August. 

I wish to thank the members of the Board of Management for their time and support in running the 
school. It is entirely voluntary and we are grateful to have a board who so genuinely strive to promote 
our school. Likewise, to our Parents’ Association, many thanks for all the fundraising, interest in our 
school and activities that you have provided over the year. 

Finally, I would like to thank you, the parents and guardians, for your support, commitment and 
dedication over what has been an extremely difficult period in all our lives. This could well be a 
summer of opportunity for experiences that we may never have previously considered. Most of all, 
may it be a summer of fun for you and your children. 

As a school community we will continue to work together for the best possible outcomes for our 
children. 

Beatha is sláinte chugaibh, 

Lisa Dempsey 

  

 
CLASS NEWS 

JUNIOR INFANTS 

 
After a different but interesting start to our primary school journey, Junior Infants has finally come to 
an end! We have come so far having learned new skills such as reading, writing and adding. We have 
grown up so much and can share nicely, are so independent and care so much about each other.  
 
 
We explored many interesting themes such as The Ice Cream Shop, summer and The Garden Centre 
in our play and work.  

 
We were lucky to try out some GAA lessons and had so much fun showing off our new ball-handling 
skills! We are very sporty and love being active. We especially enjoyed Active Week where we had 
yard-time Discos, musical statues and fun challenges.  

 
Our next challenge will be to go into Senior Infants which we are ready and waiting for!  
Our teachers are so proud of us. They will miss us so much but they are so impressed with how far we 
have come since September! 
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SENIOR INFANTS  

Senior Infants have had a very busy last term. We have had so much fun learning all about different 
countries around the world and planning holidays to far off lands and sunny beaches. We have also 
been learning all about the sea and how important the sea is to our lives. Ms. O’Loughlin’s class have 
been busy learning all about lighthouses. Ms Kennedy and Ms. Carey’s classes have been busy learning 
all about the animals under the sea. We loved reading the stories ‘Rainbow Fish’ and ‘The Snail and 
the Whale’. Everyone has been outside a lot enjoying GAA, nature walks and lunch on the grass. In 
June we had a great fun day with plenty more outdoor activities. We are so excited for our holidays 
and are all enjoying ‘sailing into summer’ together. 
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FIRST CLASS 

 
First Class had an exciting last term in school. We have been learning all about the world and learning 
to recognise different countries on a globe. We can find Ireland really easily now! We also learned all 
about volcanoes and carried out our own exploding science experiments. Check out our pictures 
below. We used paper mache and recycled old papers and bottles to create our volcanoes. It was 
super fun!  

 
For our last term we have also been learning about dreaming big and reaching for the sky in all that 
we do. We learned a beautiful poem by James McDonald called ‘Aim High to the Sky’ . It has an 
important message we hope our pupils carry with them forever.  

 
Aim High to the Sky 
Aim high to the sky, 

In all that you do. 
Because you just never know, 

What it takes to be you. 
Be strong and be brave, 

But at the same time be kind. 
And always be sure, 

that you’re using your mind.  

 
Eoin O’Connor was the inspiration for our farm art this term and watch out because our ‘Big Nose’ 
artists are future stars of the world! 

 
Here is some more of our wonderful summer inspired artwork 

 

 

We decided to try the ten-day challenge, and do ten science experiments for ten days.  Making our 
own string telephone to investigate sound and looking at how a pencil looks bent in water due to 
refraction were just some of them. We also loved learning about plants and how much we depend on 
them and vice versa. 
We loved creating and displaying our affirmations which encourage us to always respect ourselves. 
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Our motto is, Respect yourself, Respect Others, Respect Property! As we were studying Procedural 
Writing we wrote and followed a recipe to make wonderful fruit smoothies. Mmm!

 
We got to pick what crafts we wanted to work with in our art lesson and had fun creating whatever 
we wanted. We loved jumping over hurdles in P.E. and practising our throwing and catching skills with 
a basketball. 
 

First Class have been reading the novel The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark. We have had lots of fun 
reading the story and learning all about Barn Owls, night and day and animals that are nocturnal and 
diurnal. We have used the book for inspiration for our art too and created bright colourful owls.  
We have been learning all about mini beasts in First Class too and have been studying the earthworm 
and iguanas in class. We have learned that earthworms are super important for our ecosystem!  
In English we have been learning about procedural writing too and how to write a recipe. We made 
popcorn in school following the instructions and recipe and then we got to eat it too! We wrote about 
the popcorn using our senses.  
We love summer and cannot wait for the summer holidays, we wrote an acrostic poem all about 
summer too.  
 
Over the year we have had lots of fun and lots of reasons to celebrate. We threw a birthday party in 
school to celebrate all our birthdays!  

 
From Ms. Hempenstall, Ms. Kavanagh, Ms. Griffiths, Ms. Lee and Ms. Kelly 
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SECOND CLASS 

 
Second class had a jam-packed, fun-filled final term. We have spent the last two months learning all 
about seals using the Virtual Education Series. We had a virtual tour of Seal Rescue Ireland where we 
got to see all around the centre in Courtown, speak to one of the workers and ask lots of questions. 
To top it all off, we adopted a seal of our own called Galaxy! It was a wonderful experience and was 
enjoyed by all!  

 
The children have made the most of the summer weather, enjoying lots of reading and lunch outdoors 
as well as nature walks, rugby, soccer and P.E. The second class fun day was brilliant fun, and we really 
had a fantastic time. Special thanks to Ms. Griffiths and the Active Committee for organising!  We are 
loving creating all the summer themed artwork we have been doing, check out our amazing 
masterpieces!  

 

 

 
 
We have spent the final few weeks revising everything we have learned this year. We have made great 
progress with our cursive handwriting, skip counting and reading this year! Our teachers are extremely 
impressed and proud of us and all our hard work.  

 
To commemorate our time in SS Michael and Peter’s Junior School, we took part in a Stepping Up 
Ceremony. We recorded our favourite memories of our time in the school, what we will miss about 
the school and what we are looking forward to next year in our new school. All classes performed a 
beautiful song for the video. It was truly special and wonderful to hear the children speaking so 
positively about their time here. 
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We would like to wish the second classes all the best as they move to St. John’s Senior School. Their 
enthusiasm, kindness and humour will be greatly missed by all the teachers and throughout the 
school.  
Work hard, dream big and never give up!  

 
  

  
 ASD CLASS NEWS 
On Monday the 10th of May we moved into our new refurbished room and both children and staff 
feel so privileged to learn, grow and educate in such an amazing environment. Learning and exploring 
our new environment through work and play has been so important in our settling into our new 
classroom. Also, we have access to our own Sensory room which provides the children with a safe, 
stress free space to move and explore. The children are really enjoying their new soft area outside and 
we are so lucky to have this facility. During P.E we vary from bringing out footballs, bicycles, space 
hoppers and playing team games. Many thanks to Pa for our beautifully crafted outdoor blackboard. 
This is outdoor learning at its best! Over the past number of weeks, the children have been busy 
working on Math’s (number 1 – 8) learning about 2D shapes (circle, square, triangle, rectangle, oval) 
while continuing with their phonics. We all enjoy our daily walks and see how spring has definitely 
developed into summer. Weather permitting, we enjoy our lunch outside on our new picnic benches 
donated by Justyna and Marek Zelek, which the children have helped to paint. 
We are lucky to teach such wonderful and caring children. 
Happy Summertime. 
Ms. Byrne & Ms. Ireson ASD Classes 
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We are the Ms Coates’ and Ms. Bruces’’ ASD class and we have enjoyed our transition to our new 
classroom after Easter of this year.  It is absolutely beautiful and very airy, bright and engaging and we 
have great fun there.  

We have enjoyed a lot of fun learning activities this term.  Activities such as artwork, e.g. summer 
blossom flowers, sun artwork, painting summer stones, seaside in a bottle, planting plants e.g. ‘water 
cress’’ bedding plants’ etc. These have been great fun activities.  We have played outside on our bikes 
and in our new soft landing area, running, playing with bubbles, having races with each other, going 
for our daily walks etc.   We have enjoyed our daily circle time with singing activities which involve 
songs such as ‘How’s the Weather, Days of the Week, Months of the Year, Counting from 1 to 20, 2D 
shapes, and recently ‘All about Time’.  We have also been revising our phonic sounds and investigating 
books and videos all about summer.    
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All in all it has been a fun term.  Some of us are moving on to our new senior school in September.  We 
are all looking forward to our new adventure in our new environments.  Some of the children are 
moving onto first class with a new teacher and looking forward to new experiences with new children 
joining our group. We wish everyone a very ‘happy relaxed summer’  

 

 

SEN 

Oh what a busy final term we’ve had in the SEN team here in SS Michael and Peter. We’ve been 
working hard at our literacy and numeracy and as our in class support comes to a gradual end we’re 
celebrating all we have learned throughout the year. This means lots of fun, games and activity 
based revision to get us happily to the end of term. We’re so proud of all the boys and girls that 
worked hard with us this year. Enjoy a well-deserved Summer Break!  
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The Board of Management and The Parents Association of SS. Michael and Peter School would  like to 
wish you all a Happy Summer Holiday!!!!!! 

 

 

 
OTHER NEWS 

  
Active School’s Day 

We had so much fun celebrating Active school day in our school. We had great help keeping fit from 
all of our teachers. The day was tiring but very rewarding, races, relays and all our usual fun. 
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Fun Days 

We may not have been able to have school tours this year but that doesn’t mean we missed out on 
the fun. Our very creative teachers organised lots of happy days for us to enjoy. Some things around 
the school included bubbles, Teddy Bears Picnics, hoola hooping, ice cream parties and lots more. 
Everyone deserves a little celebration after a long year of hard work. Enjoy the holidays!! 

 

Fundraising 

We had a really successful design a t-shirt fundraiser this term in school. Well done to the winners, it 
was a hard choice with such excellent entries right across the school. As well as this, we had some 
great ideas for our 10 day challenge fundraiser this June, well done everyone!  

 

 

 
HAPPY SUMMER!!!!!! 

 


